2. Ortovox Cristallo
The Cristallo Is like a lot
of breathable soft shells
we've tested, with one
critical distinction: the
nylon wind- and water-
resistant face fabric is
bonded to a mering wool
layer, not fleecy poly-
ester, We were skeptical
about taking the piece on
fast-paced adventures,
since wool doesn't wick
as well as synthetic fab-
rics. No problem, though.
To shed some weight
and improve functional-
ity, Ortovox strategically
allocated the material—
a thick layer In front to

~ T help retain body heat,
and less in the arms and
] back, which increased

>

breathability. Worn over
a synthetic base layer, it
was great for everything
from backcountry skiing
to nordic exXcursions

to winter training runs.
$£340; ortovox.com
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3. Columbia Aerial Arson
For those days when the stor|
warm that there are puddies o
Columbia's Aerlal Arson hard & JAMUARY 2012

back, literally: It's cut long enoulss
a critical panel of protection by | |
and that soggy seat. Of cours
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